Govt working on Al roadmap
with focus on skill devpt

New z60cr treatment plant to resolve
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: Panaji: Goa govt has consti-
! tuted a council for artificial
i intelligence (AI) to advise
: state govt on a six-month Al
: roadmap for the state. The
: council, which includes chi-

ef executive officers of seve-

i ral international compani-
i es, will be formed over the

.

: nextsixmonths.

Goa's Al roadmap will fo-

: cus on skill development,
i funding requirements, govt
{ policy and infrastructurere-
: quirements, and finally, a
i plan to attract other Al-first
i startups to Goa. “We want to
! introduce Alat the schoolle-
: vel. Thefocusistoseehow Al
i can be used for tourism, go-
i vernance, and cyber securi-
: ty” said chief minister Pra-
: mod Sawant. “We will scale
: up the startup accelerator

i programmes.”

Sawant said that the state

would try to take as much as-
i sistance from the Centre to

i helpmeetGoa's Algoals. The
i chief minister said that Goa
: aimstobethepioneeramong
i statesthatadopt Algoals.

With an intention to meet

: its Al goals, the department
: of information technology,
: electronics and communica-
i tions (DITE&C) has roped

Bicholim’s water issues, says Sawant

Panaji: Chief minister Pramod Sawant on Monday said thata
new Rs 60 crore water treatment plant (WTP), sourcing water
from the Amthane dam, will be ready within a year. He said the
project will help meet all the water requirements in Bicholim.

“This will ensure water supply to the entirety of the
Bicholim constituency,” Sawant said after inspecting the
Amthane dam on Monday. “A maximum of four panchayats
and one industrial estate will be self-sufficient in water supply
oncethe project is ready,” he said. ™

in senior executives from
McLaren Strategic Systems,
American firm Omnumi,
as well as former executives
from PayTM Money. “We
had a meeting a month ago
and this is the second mee-
ting where we have experts
to brainstorm, formulate,
and implement a very clear
vision of Goa Al Vision
2027,” said IT minister Ro-
han Khaunte.

He added that the first fo-
ray into Altechnologiesisan
Al-powered chatbot that in-
tegrates GoaOnline with
WhatsApp to provide gover-
nance and public services.
The Goa AI Mission 2027
aims to hasten Al adoption,
Al skilling, and AI startups
in the state. Khaunte said
thatthedepartmentwantsto
nurture Al-based startups

that can build for Goa and
scale for India.

Sawant said that govt will
adopt a multi-stakeholder
approach by involving govt
departments, startups, aca-
demia, and industry for AL
BITS Pilani Goa, Goa Engi-
neering College, and other
academic institutions have
been roped in to help formu-
late the policy.

Of the 350 odd startups
and IT companies operating
in Goa, the state has at least
20 startups that are focused
on purely Al technologies,
GoaTechnology Association
president Mangirish Salel-

karsaid. Hesaid that theaim

is to have more Goan compa-
nies venture into AL §
Khaunte said the final
aim is for Goans to find emp-
loyment in the Al industry.




