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anaii BITS Pilani, KK Bir-
aGoa CampusatZuarmagar
s setting up a centre to pro-
te research in ‘artificial
~ intelligence’ (Al), director of

“the Goa campus G Raghura-
ma said on Sunday. The cent-
re will be called ‘Anuradha
and Prashanth Palakurthi
tre for Artificial Intelli-
Research’ (APPCAIR),
d after the donors who
{ mmltted to contribu-

PUSHING FOR SCIENCE

‘Youthmustbecome agentsof

VijayRaghavan, principal scientific adviser to the

government of India, Padma Shri awardee, and former :
secretary for the department of biotechnology at the Centre, was

- thechiefguestatthe convocation of BITS Pilani Goa Campus.
VijayRaghavan,inhisaddress, stressedontheneedto ?
democratise knowledge and urged youngsters to becomethe

oy

agents of change. This year, out of 1,148 students, who qualified
BE (Hons), MSc (Hons) ME and PhD, 678 received their degrees
during Sunday’s convocation. Of these, 14 students received their
PhDs. Three students from the bachelors’ degree programme,
Madhu Adav, Kathan Kashiparekh and Devritt were awarded
gold, silverand bronze medals, respectively. Another 139
graduated through the work integrated learning programme.

BITS campuses — at Pilani,
Goa, Hyderabad or Dubai.
APPCAIR will be headed by
Ashwin Srinivasan, who is a
senior professor in the de-

partment of computer scien-

ceat BITS Goa.
“We are now at a point

- where Al techniques, especi-

ally data-driven ones are ex-
pected to play an important
role in science, engineering,
business and even humaniti-
es. We want to be part of sha-

: 'bing this future, and contri-

bute positively to thenation’s
strategy for applications of

Al in areas like healthcare,

agriculture, -education, ur-
ban planmng, transport and
soon,” Srinivasan said.
Srinivasan has worked
for nearly 30 years in the field

~of Al in places. like the Tu-

ring Institute (Scotland),
University of Oxford, and
IBM Research. He is one of
the leading researchers in

the field combining machine
learning and logic. While the

contributor for the AI rese-

arch centre Prashanth Pala-
kurthi is the founder and
CEO of US-based Reflexis Sy-
stems, his wife Anuradha is
the founder of Juju Produc-
tions, and a professional
singer and radio personality
inthe United States..

~ “We wanted to give back
toour almamater which gave

“us so much and it was where

'
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