Pilot project in Margao
works towards cleaning Sal

TimMes News NETWORK

Panajl Salcete’s tiny River *
. Salhasbeen amajor cause of
. worry inrecent years, due to
. its rising pollution levels.
. The department of biologi-
- cal sciences of BITS Pilani
= KK Birla, Goa Campus, is
. now working towards fin-
. dingasolution.

§ Usingfunds from the cen-
- tral government’s depart-
- ment of science and techno-
. logy, 500sq m of wetland will
= be created near the Margao
- fish market at a cost of aro-
- und Rs 201akh. This will be a
- pilot demonstration to treat
. effluents from a drain flo-
. wingintotheriver.

: The project will be execu-
: ted under Srikanth Mutnuri
: of the department of biolo-
: gical sciences of BITS Goa
: campus, who has over 12 ye-

. - Rakesh Mundye
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“Around 40 cubic meters
of water per day will be trea-
ted under the pilot demonst-
ration project. Vertical
constructed wetlands with
river bed filtration will be
used. This project is in colla-
boration with The Energy
and Resources Institute (TE-
RI), Goa. Vertical construc-

groundwater) i is mduced to

flow through porous rwerbed

ted wetlands requlre low
energy,are low maintenance -
and thereis no recurringex-
penditure, It also has the ad-

vantage of- bemg one of the

most cost-effective = waste

- water technologies, which is

easy to operate and reliab-
le,” said Mutnum ‘who has
research projects from seve-
ral fundmg agencies, inclu-
ding the Bill and’Melinda

Gates Foundatlon ‘ '
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