Incubator to help start-upsin
health, environment sectors

VASCO
The Birla Institute of Tech-

nology and Science (BITS)
Pilani K K Birla Goa cam-
pus has set up an incubator
with financial support of
Rs 3 crore from the Biotech-
nology Industry Research
Assistance Council (BI-
RAC), a not-for-profit pub-
lic sector enterprise, set up
by the Department of Bio-
technology (DBT), govern-
ment of India.

With the 3500 square
feet of state-of-the-art fa-
cility, the BITS BIRAC Bi-
ONEST Lab will help the
start-ups in health and en-
vironment sector by pro-
viding them equipment,
Space and supporting facil-
1ties to test their ideas, pro-
totype in the lab and take it
to the market,

\{ice Chancellor of Goa
University prof Varun Sah-
N1 will inaugurate this BITS
B;RAC BioNEST Startup In-
& i’; e \

cubator cum Innovation
Lab at BITS Pilani K K Birla
Goa campus on January 3.
The function will be pre-
sided over by director of
BITS Pilani K K Birla Goa
campus Prof G Raghurama
and will include an expert
panel discussion on ‘Op-
portunities in Healthcare’

Experts will include head .

of Oncology Department
Manipal Hospitals Goa Dr
Shekhar Salkar besides Dr
N Sriram, Dr Praveen Khul-
lar, Dr Manish Diwan and V
Joshi.

The BITS BIRAC BioNEST
Lab focuses in the area of
health and environment
nurture innovations in are-
as that can create products
which will not only have
great market potential but
also provide a solution to
several pressing problems
that are modern day chal-
lenges to mankind. Incu-
bation support includes
startup incubation, labo-

equipment), office space
and common infrastruc-
ture, legal and IPR services,
mentorship and training,
sample testing and analy-
sis, and consultancy.

BIRAC promotes indus-
try-academia interface
and implements its man-
date through a wide range
of impact initiatives, be
it providing access to risk
capital through targeted
funding, technology trans-
fer, IP management and
handholding schemes
that help bring innova-
tion excellence to the bio-
tech firms and make them
globally competitive. In
its five years of existence,
BIRAC has initiated sev-
eral schemes, networks
and platforms that help to
bridge the existing gaps
between the industry-ac-
ademia and take socially
useful products to the mar-
ket. The startup ecosystem
in India is growing at a fast

pace. ﬁ . ;EJ, Ry
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