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Panajl: Two 1eams repre
senting the Birla Institute of
Technology and Science-Pila-
ni, Goa, bagged the first and
third spots at The Times Cal-
lege Quiz 2014, organized by
The Times of Indin at Magqui-
néz Palace, Punul, on Friday

Bhargav Vishwanath and
Anunth Kachroo fought a
toughset by quiz mester Rajiv
p'Silvae for the 'top honoun
while institute mates Amol
Joshi and Sangeeth Verma
won the third spot-

Akash Eulkarnl and Su-
raj Kamat of the Goa Colloge
of Engineering, Farmagudi,
stood second.

The guiz received & huge
responss from various colleg:
s with & teams answering
the crossword preliminary

Six teams macde It to
the finaks. The buzzer and in
finite bounce concepis in the
quiz rounds proved advanta-
geous for some teams who
played smartonough.

A few highor secondary
schoolsalso participated, bat-
tling it out with the college
teams, and three HSS teams
actually made itto the finals.

Anand PS and R Samyak
of Musbtifund Aryaan HSS
finished fourth; Julian D'Cos-
ta and Tarun Mascarenhas of
Vidya Vikas, Margao, came ln
fifth: and Sacol Pal and Chin-
m=y Naik, again of Mushti-
fund Aryaan HSS, wok the
sixth spot,
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(Above) Winners of The Times of india annuzl quiz 2014 with QU
master Rajiv D'Siiva {centre), (Below) The audience enthusiastically
answered several questions directed at them by D'Siva
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The quiz was made inter-
asting by the enthusiasticau-
dience that answered quite &
number of questions the quiz
maater threwat them.

The svent was sponsored
by the state department of
tourism snd was supported
by the state sewerage and in-

frastructural  development
department. Real was the bev-
The annual guiz has besn
?&h'inz an %&;ﬁumgly

VA pre
semednm:wim-wllh
trophiss, gift vouchers and
cortincites.
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Business' and to dispel the myth
WBmwcomlngm-

aswell asstudemsataitsm
ni's Hyderabad and Delhi cam-
puses.vlawdeo link. Cable, who

Times of India
October 12, 2014




EDEX October 19, 2014

Online link: http://www.newindianexpress.com/education/edex/Standing-Tall/2014/10/20/article24824
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GSF Ropes in Biggies to
Guide its Portfolio Cos

Krithika.Krishnamurthy
@timesgroup.com

Bangalore: Startup acceler-
ator GSF said it has roped in
redBus founder Phanindra
Sama to join its board along

with angel investor Manish
Dalal with an aim to deepen
the mentoring and support it
provides incubatee compa-
nies.

Sama and Dalal will work
part-time for GSF helping
them pick the right startups
and will also take on board/
advisor responsibilities in
some of its portfolio compa-
nies.

“We need senior people to
help our portfolio companies,
as GSF becomes more special-
ised," said GSF cofounder Ra-
jesh Sawhney, adding that the
two would work as part of

GSF for the next one year. Be-
sides Sawhney, GSF will now
have two full-time operating
partners, four part-time advi-
sors in addition to entrepre-
neurs-in-residence,

The multi-city accelerator
runs two programs every
year. The first six-month pro-
gram isfocusedoncompanies
catering to the India market,
the other six months on star-
tups targeting a global audi-
ence.

Several successful entrepre-
neurs are stepping up tomen-
tor younger peers in the Indi-
an startup ecosystem apart
from investing in them.

Dalal, who earlier worked at
Yahoo, Motorola, and Veri-
signisanactive early stage in-
vestor and has invested in
startups in the mobile and
consumer Internet space
through Mumbai Angels.

Manav Garg of Eka Soft-
ware, Kunal Bahl of Snapdeal
and Anupam Mittal of Shaad-
i.comhaveall turned angel in-
vestors for startups. Make-
MyTrip founder Deep Kalra
has cofounded a Rs 90-crore
fund to invest in travel star-
tups

Inaddition to GSE, Sama wiil
also be mentoring students at
his alma mater BITS Pilani
fora week.

Incidentally when GSF
started out in 2012, its portfo-
lio companies worked out of
the redBus office for three
months.

“He was very generous with
the office space. We are grate-
ful to him for that,” said Saw-
hney, whose firm has 34 com-
panies in its portfolio, had
three exits till date, including
Facebook’sacquisition of Lit-
tle Eye Labs.
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EIR programme

e Birla Institute of toring programme is aimed to
- A Technology has launched an |
the Entrepreneur in Residence is laid

(EIR) to provide

neurs. The was
launched by Pilani alum-
Founder, Red Bus. The men-
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WHAT'S NEW

Meet on higher
education

The Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry — TN State Council is
organising a conference on New
Paradigm in Higher Education
on October 31. The focus will be
on research and development,
education and employability
and teaching and learning. Ven-
ue: Hotel Hyatt Regency, Chen-
nai. For registration, contact, R.
Sudarshan, Assistant Director.
Email:
sudarsan.ramu@ficci.com

Indian Computing
Olympiad
Interested in algorithms and

programming? Register for the
Indian Computing Olympiad
(ICO). All school students up to
Class XII are eligible. Details
and registration at http://
www.iarcs.org.in/inoi.  Late
date for registration is Novem-
ber 14.

Mindscreen Film
Institute courses

Admissions are open for the
February 2015 batch at Mind-
screen Film Institute. The in-
stitute is offering a six-month
course on cinematography and
a six-month course on screen-
writing and film making. For
details, visit
www.mindscreen.co.in.

BITS’ EIR programme

Birla Institute of Technology
and Science has launched its

Entrepreneur in Residence
(EIR) programme to provide
students and interested faculty.
For further details, email aa-
kash.aggarwal@bm.com or
niharika.mathur@bm.com.
ICEGEO’14

The department of civil engi-
neering at Bharathidasan Insti-
tute of Technology, Tiruchi, is
conducting ICEGEO’14, a spon-
sored international conference
on Environmental Geotech-
nics. Any UG/PG college stu-
dent, scholars, faculty members
and others can attend after pay-
ing a registration fee. The con-
ference will take place on
October 30 and 31 at the Anna
University BIT campus in Ti-
ruchi. For details, visit
www.aubit.eduw.in/frames/

pdf/ICEGEO14.pdf
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Environmental humanities ar
-ecological humanities, an
interdisciplinary area of research,
has emerged in the hunwanities
~ discipline aver the past few
decades. Around 160 participants
were browght together fram across
India-and abroad to present papers
at a three-day international
conference on the topic Tha
Ecological Arts: Humanities,
Technology and Science’, held at
BITS Pitani. K K Birla Goa Campus.
The conference W to build

a platform to initiate an eco-
cultural dialogue between theorists
and practitioners belonging to
various disciplines, It Is here that
ethics become a relevant and 3 vital

paint of focus. As the

methodologies of the fused
disciplines are diverse, the

perspectives on ethics can also be
seen from various dlmehsam

The con‘erence was hosted by
the department of humanities and
social sclenices, of BITS Pilani Goa
campus, from October 9 to 11.

Professor Mark € Long,
president ASLE (American Society
for Literature and Envircnment)
and professor 3t Keene State
University, USA; in his inaugural
address explored the historical and
ethical imperative to build
Intellectual collaborations across
the humanities and sciences to
address global issues of
environmental concerms.,

Professor K E Raman, directar,
BITS Pilani Goa campus, at the
inaugural ceremony emphasized the
need for promating. interdisciplinary
research,
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BITS Goa set to host ‘Waves 2014’
PANAJI: Waves 2014, the cultural festival of BITS Pilani KK
Birla Goa campus; is all set to tide over once again with per-
formances by Shankar Mahadevan anc many others. Waves
2014 has'q plethora of events such as literary avents fiks

)am. contention, dgm. quizzes liks the national quiz, the
viceequ!z. face painting competitions and others including
the big three of Natyanjali, Mr and Ms Waves and FashP
anm-who won FashP in 2013 were given a direc:
entry o the rounds of Femina Miss India and the trend shall
continue this year as wall,
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BITS Pilani Goa
ampus, Zuarinagar

On My Own

= Entreprensur in Residence
program (EIR) aims to provide
BITS Pilani University students
and interestad faculty with the

nique opportunity to meet one-

pn-one with successtul
: preneurs. This one-of-a-kind

mentoring program is aimed to
support an entreprencurial
acosystem that is being lald down
by the Universily through
teaching and applied research,
setting up of incubatars on each
campus, proviting seed fund
opportunities and IPR support
mechanisms to encourage
innovation,

The EIR program is.meant to be

of special benefi; for students
Interested in innovation and start-
ups and also provide a wonderful
source of engagement for
entrepreneurs.

Open to all students across the
BITS Pilani campuses through the
telepresence facility, the program
aims to provide tremendous

thelr networks and get critical and
immediate feedback on'their
ventures or eftréprencurial career
goals and asmrauons

The orogramme was Jaunched
on October 15 hy BITS Filani
alumnus Phanindra Sama, the co-
founder of redBus.in. Started in
August 2006, redBus is the largest
online bus ticketing company in
india

During the weeklong program,
Sama held discussions with students
and faculty and addressed concerns
regarding startups and pursuing
sntreprénelrship as a career. Such
programs provide students the
chance 1o learn best practices for
starting a business and also give
them an insigitt Into specific
industries or markets:
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OCTOBER 3% £ITS PILANI

Exhibition entitled “Beyond Bollywood:
Indian Americans Shape the Nation,”
which s a travelling exhibition created in

collaboration with the Smithsonian’s Asia
Pacific American Center will be held on
October 31 till November 2 at BITS Pilani
campus. The exhibit explores the Indian
American exparience and the community’s
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It's ‘mayhem’ at BITS Pilani
as carnival spirit takes over

‘Waves 2014’ Sees Participants From 115 Colleges Around India

Jonathan. Rodrigues
@timesgroup.com

Zuarinagar; Thelightscame
on, the cameras began to roll,
but, even before a word was
spoken. it was mavhem.

Over a thousand anxious
students from all over India
roared in exclamation as
‘Waves 2014' was declared
open at BITS Pilani- Goa cam-
pus. The ninth edition of the
cultural festival, powered by
The Times of India, will in-
clude 40-odd events over the
next threedays.

“We recently celebrated
the festival of lights, now let
us celebrate the festival of
arts,” said director K E Ra-
man, as he calmed the carni-
val crowd that were in no
mood far speeches.

The speakers at the inau-
gural sensed the moment and
kept their speeches crisp as
the tired wisitors, who had
traveled many miles to get
to the venue, desperately
awaited performances by the
host college.

The mime club's satirical
piece on their life at BITS -
Goa campus received a thun-
dering applause from particl-
pants that represent colleges

> SRR

A performance by the Institute's mime club (above); a classical

" dance performance

from around two-thirds of
states in the country.

Arcund 1,500 students
from 115 collegesfromallover
Indiaarecampingat the insti-
tute’s sprawling property
‘Waves' is branded as one of
the best and fastest growing
intercollegiate festivals in
the country and the arganiz-
erstake special efforts toupit
a notch every year with im-
proved production standards.

Oneof the sta attractions

this year is the live perform-
ance by popuiar singer Shan-
kar Mahadevan on the second
day, while DJ night on day one
will feature VH1's Candice
Redding. This year. the orga-
nizers have tied up with Coke
Studio and the culminating
act, on Day 3, will feature pop-
ular bands such as Junkyard
Groove and Balju Dharmajan
Syndicate, ‘Waves' will also
continue ties with Femina
Miss India - the audition

rounds that would be judged
by Femina Miss India Inter-
national 2013 Zova Affroz.

Besides this, the winners
of the drama competition
‘Rangmanch’ will have an
opportunity to work with
National Centre for Perform-
ing Arts.
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BITS-Pilani wins The

Times Cllege QlllZ ,75014

anaji: Two teams repre-
Lkenting the Birla Institute of
echnology and Science-Pila-
ni, Goa, bagged the first and
rd spots at The Times Col-
lege Quiz 2014, organized by
he Times of India at Maqui-
nez Palace, Panaji, on Friday.

Bhargav Vishwanath and
Ananth Kachroo fought a
oughsetby gquizmasterRajiv
)'Silva for the top honour,
while institute mates Amol
Joshi and Sangeeth Verma
won the third spot.

Akash Kulkarni and Su-
raj Kamat of the Goa College
of Engineering, Farmagudi,
stood second.

The quiz received a huge
response from various colleg-
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(Above) Winners of The Times of india annual quiz 2014 with quiz
master Rajiv 0'Silva (centre). (Below) The audience enth usiastically
answered several questions directed at them by D'Sliva

frastructural development
department. Real wasthe bev-
erage parinen

The annual quiz has been
receiving an increasingly

The quiz was made inter-
esting by the enthusiastic au-
dience that answered gquite a
number of questions the quiz

aster threw at them.
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Portal Headline and link

Withstartups.com | Phanindra Sama & Manish Dala join GSF accelerator
BITS Pilani launches Entrepreneur in Residence Program
http://withstartups.com/bits-pilani-launches-entrepreneur-residence-program

Prepsure.com BITS Pilani launches Entrepreneur in Residence Program
http:/ /www.prepsure.com/news/bits-pilani-launched-an-entrepreneur-in-

residence-programme/

Eduzee.com BITS Pilani launches Entrepreneur in Residence Program

http://www.eduezee.com/site/education/news/685/BITS%20Pilani%20t0%?20I

unch%20a%20program%,20in%20Entrepreneur%20in%20Residence%20(EIR
.VEdi4CKUd1lY

Yourstory.in BITS Pilani students get yet another innovation boost, Institute launches
Entrepreneur in Residence program (EIR)
http://yourstory.com/2014/10/bits-pilani-entrepreneurship-in-residence

Indiatoday.in Entrepreneur in Residence: A programme to build successful entrepreneurial
structure

programme[1[396789 htmI

Indiaeducationdiar | BITS Pilani launches Entrepreneur in Residence program (EIR)
y.in http://indiaeducationdiary.in/Shownews.asp?newsid=31670
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Veooz.com

Entrepreneur in Residence: A programme to build successful entrepreneurial structure :
Notification
http://www.veooz.com/news/HHc9FKe.html

rujhaan.com

BITS Pilani launches Entrepreneur in Residence program (EIR)
http://www.rujhaan.com/news/BITS-Pilani-launches-Entrepreneur-in-Residence-

program-EIR--8a45e5d818c0f3ec150debd94844825d.html

Times of India

It’s ‘mayhem’ at BITS Pilani as carnival spirit takes over
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/lts-mayhem-at-BITS-Pilani-as-carnival-spirit-
takes-over/articleshow/44987866.cms

TNN | Oct 31, 2014, 12.30 AM IST

Times of India

BITS Pilani cultural fest set to rock Goa from Oct 31 to Nov 2
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Goa/BITS-Pilani-cultural-fest-set-to-rock-Goa-
from-Oct-31-to-Nov-2/articleshow/44976516.cms

TNN | Oct 30, 2014, 12.34 AM IST

The Hindu

Conference on 'Eco cultural Ethics' to conclude at BITS-Goa

The Hindu
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/conference-on-eco-cultural-ethics-
to-conclude-at-bitsgoa/article6491751.ece
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- Day 1 sees artists, artistes create
‘waves’ at BITS Pilani fest

Zuarinagar: Day one at -
Waves 2714 got off to rock-
ing start as the elimination
rounds of the Indian rock
‘music event Kicked off the
morning. Jet-lagged partie-
ipants spent their time
soaking in the carnival at-
mosphere at BITS Pilani —
Goa campus.

Nukkad natak (drama)
. and sizzle (dance) were the
main offstage events that
engaged the audienc. The
artistes were not the only
ones in action, artists too
were kept on their toes for
round one of artathon (art

WNES

marathoncompetition)and
portraiture, The mootcourt
and jam competitions saw
some fiery verbal battles,
one primarily character-
ized by logicand theotherof
madness.

- Day two will featmre a
live performance by pop-
ular singer Shankar Maha-
devan, but not before the
‘big-8" events get under way.
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Festive splnt soars at Waves 2014 penultimate day
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former Miss India Zoya Afroz.
The day belonged to the arenaandstepupfinalistslitup Retgmngcbampwnschnst lege, Mumbai. has been offering  be out on November 2 after the
stage artistes with SeaRock fi- thedancefloor with electrifying  College, Bengalury, will like to some stiff competition to last much awaited Mr and Miss
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Zuarinagar: Judgment day at -

Waves 2014ended inarather hu-
morous manner as comedy col-
lective All India Bakchod left
the 2,000-odd carnival crowd at
BITS Pilani, Goa campus, in
splits. The stand-up comedians
took the audiénce's mind off
the much-awaited results and
instead had them applaunding
every spoof” performed on all
members of society.

Tomany, it wasthehighlight
of the event and very much jus-
tified the theme of ‘mayhem’
that the organizers promised.
Having begun preparations in
May, the sleep-deprived orga-
nizing committee members put

Christ College,
Bengaluru, were able to
successfully defend the
title of overall champions
as their 100-odd strong
contingent managed to
overcome competitive
performances

i

TABE D oo

in every drop of energy they
had to make sure the inter-col-
legiate fest ended on a high
note,

Ghrist College, Bengaluru,

were able to successfully de-
fend the title of overall cham-
pions as their 100-odd strong
contingent managed to over-
come competitive performanc-
esfrom around 115 colleges that
took part in different events
this year. GIT, Belgaum, stole
the attention at FashP (fashion
show), while Sri Venkateshwar
College, Delhi, clinched frst
place at Rangmanch (drama

competition). Waves 2014 aiso
witnessed itsyoungest awardee
as 15-year-uld Kimberly from
HR college, Mumbai, bagged
the Miss Waves title, Siddharth
Santosh from Christ College,
Bengaluru, was adjudged as
Mr'Waves.

This year, among the many
other changes and introduc-
tions, the winning prize money
was handed over to the partici-

pants onthe spot. “It’s been an
amazingfeelingtobepartof the
organizing team that hosts the
fastest-growing festival in the
country. I am overjoved with
the success we have had and it's
dedicated to every member of
the team that has supported
eachother throughout the jour-
ney." said Anmol Shrivastava,
president of the council of stu-
dentaffairs,
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¥ NEW ENTREPRENEURSHIP COURSE AT BITS

AN ‘ENTREPRENEUR in

Residence’ programme
that allows students and
Jacully members al the
Birla Institute of Tech-
nology (BITS), Pilani, lo
interact with some of the
most successful entmpre
neurs in the c
receive guidance, has

fbeenm launched last week.
. programme was

. launched by Phanindra
+ Sama, Co-founder, Red

: Bus and a BITS Pilani

: alumnus. As a part of the
: initiative, Phanindra

- stayed on in the campus
- interacted with
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BITS-Pilani Goa campus selected to host Hult Prize

BY A STAFF REPORTER

PANAJL: The BITS-Pilani,
Goa campus has been select-
ed to host a local edition of

the Hult Prize, the world’s

largest student competi-
tion. The annual Hult Prize
awards onemillion dollars
in startup funding to the
team of students that de-

Hult Prize is hosting col-
lege and university events
around the world, in search

of its next gamachanging

start-up.

mmmmﬁ

lani, Goa cmapus will take
place on Saturday, Novem-
ber 8. Aashima Monga,
the campus director will
be leading the Hult Prize
at BITS-Pilani initiative
and thinks that her peers
on campus have as good as
chance as anyone to go all

the way and with this year’s

Hult Prize.

“This is our chance to
show the world that eur in-
stitution is dedicated to im-
pact. It's time BITS-Pilanri
Goa makes its mark at the
Hult Prize regionals, once
again. I have taken a step to
bring us closer fo creating
an impact It's your turn to
step forward and bring a
change,” Monga said.

" The winner of the in-
ter-campus event will auto-
matically advance to com-
pete in one of six regional
finals happening across the
world. One winning team

from each host city will
then move onto a summer
business incubator, where
participants will receive
mentorship, advisory and
strategic planning as they
credte prototypes and set-up
to. launch their new social
business. A final round of
competition will be hosted
by the Clinton Global Initia-
tive at its annual meeting in
September; where CGI dele-
gates will select a winning
team, which will be awarded
the § 1,000,000 Prize by Clin-
ton himself. The President

has said, “The Hult Prize is

sibility. and shared
perity, and each year I look
forward to sescing the many

ested in regfsterlnc for the
competition. Mode details
may be obtained on website:
hultprizeat.com/bitspilani.
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Classical music scholarship awarded to
awarded the scholarship for 2014-16 under the
ministry of culture’s National scholarship to young
artists' scheme in the light classi-
cal music category. The Lucknow-
born lad is currently pursuing his
Bachelors in maths and computer
science from BITS Pilani, Goa

ing Indian classical Music in the
Guru-Shishya tradition from Ustad Gulshan Bharti
of Lucknow-Senia Gharana for the past 11 years
and is being currently mentored by Sharad Math-
kar in Goa. The government awards 400 scholar-
ships in 25 categories for advanced training in the
indigenous art forms.
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Bio-gas conference at BITS Pilani
VASCO: Birla Institute of Technology and Science (BITS)
Pilani, K K Birla Goa campus, Goa, India in association with
Institute of Agricultural and Urban Ecological Projects affili-
ated to Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany are organizing
a conference on “Decentralized biogas digesters and their
slurry management”,

This conference is scheduled during November 20 - 21 at
BITS Pllani, K K Birla Goa campus, Goa. This conference
will focus on the various anaerobic digestion technologies
available and the methods to manage the slurry coming

out of the digesters. A special session is also planned to
address the probable beneficiaries on November 21 From
2pm-5 pm. Padmashri Dr Sharad P Kale will deliver the key-
note address today at 10. am onwards. Further information
can be had by writing a mail to Prof Srikanth Mutnuri at

biogas@goa.bits-pilani.ac.in.
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Conference at
BITS-Goa
campus

BirlaIn-
stitute of

Rt
¥ Tk
nology and
d&g“ Science
(BITS) Pi-
lani, KK
Birla Goa campus, Zuarina-
gar, in association with In-
stitute of Agricultural and
Urban Ecological Projects,
affiliated to Humboldt Uni-
versity, Berlin, Germany, is
organizing a conference on
‘Decentralized biogas di-

‘gesters and their slurry

management’. This confer g
ence is scheduled to be
held on November 20
and 21, at BITS Pilani, Goa
campus. This conference
will focus on the various
anaerobic digestion tech-
nologies available and the
methods to manage the
slurry coming out of the di-
gesters. A special session
is also planned to address
the probable beneficiaries
on November 21, from 2pm
to 5pm. Padmashri Dr Sha-
rad P Kale will deliver the
keynote address at 10am
onwards, Further informa-

“tion can be had by writing

to Prof Srikanth Mutnuri at

- biogas@goa.bits-pila-

ni.ac.in.
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BITS-Pilani is ranked first among pnvately~funded engineering in-
stitutes in India

;

pansxm.“ﬂeatdthemrmli-

every year and are then allotted tosetupacam;msinﬁwirre-

campuses. After the expansion ~spective states, but the manage-

projectsamconmleﬁeatallﬂme ment'sstrategy until 2020is tofo-
capacity

Thelamzeﬁoacampus‘lo- exisﬁngcampuses.lt’saamﬂ
cated at Zuarinagar with a ca-  dent step to better our standard
‘pacity for 2,900 students pursu- in engineering education and
ing a four/five-year course, will science programmes offered at
see an investment of %425 crore  the university. The plan is to in-
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GEC meet BITS Pilani,

Xavier face DBCE in semis
sports@herald-goa.com

PANJIM: Goa Engineering Col-
lege, Farmagudi outplayed
Don Bosco, Panjim 34-30 to
march into semi-finals of in the
men’s section of the Indian
College Basketball League or-
ganized by Basketball Federa-
tion of India (BFl) and Goa
Basketball Association (GBA) in

COLLEGE
BASKETBALL

collaboration with IMG Re-

liance (IMG-R) at Fr Benedict
Memorial Indoor Stadium, Don

Bosco, Panjim, on Monday.
It was not a cake walk for
GEC in their quarter-final
match as there was no clear
winner till the last few minutes
of the fourth quarter. Eventu-
ally, GEC survived the scare

with Roshan scoring 14 points
for the winning side while
Marzin 14 points for the Don
Bosco.

Meanwhile, St Xavier, Ma-
pusa brushed aside challenge
from VMS Law College out-
smarting them 49-22 and
booking their last four place.

They will play DBCE, Fa-
torda who defeated MES Col-
lege 54-20.

BITS Pilani, which will take
on GEC in the semi-final had
the easiest route to the last
four. They hardly faced any re-
sistance from Rosary College,
Navelim to send them packing
38-05.

For BITS Pilani Vijith Maithal
scored 10 points while John
D'Costa three points for Rosary
College.
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GEC, BITS Pilani, St Xavier’s,

Reliance (IMG-R) at the Don Bosco College in

Panjimon Monday. Roshan impressed for GEC
scoring 14 points. Meanwhile St Xavier’s overcame
VMS Law College 49-22 to book their last four place.
They will play DBCE, Fatorda who beat MES Colleg
54-20. BITS Pilani, which will take on GEC in the

semis had the easiest route to the last four, as they
beat Rosary College Navelim 38-05.
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St Xavier's face
BITS-Pilani fortltle

Times NEws Nsrwonx

Panaji: St Xavier’s College, Mapusa, will face
BITS-Pilani, Zuarinagar, for the title of the 1st
Indian College Basketball League organized by
the Basketball Federation of India and Goa Bas-
ketball Association in collaboration with IM-
Reliance at the Fr Benedict Memorial indoor
stadium, Don Bosco, Panaji. .

Inﬂlesemxﬁnaltlesplayedon'l‘uesday St

Xavier's and BITS-Pilani defeated Don Bosco

College of Engineering, Fatorda, and Goa Col-
lege of Engineering, Farmagudl, mpeenvely
by an identical 20-point margin.

While St Xavier’s beat DBCE 39-19, BITS-Pi-
lani beat GEC Farmagudi 46-26.
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Conference on biogas digesters held ]

VASCO: Birla Institute of Technology and Science (BITS)
Pilani, K K Bira Goa campus, Goa, in association with
Institute of Agricultural and Urban Ecological Projects
affiliated to Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany organized
a conference on “Decentralized biogas digesters and their
slurry management”, recently.

The conference focused on biogas digestors running on

different types of wastes as well as their slurry management.

The keynote talk was given by Padmashri Dr Sharad Kale
from Bhabha Atomic Research Centre and the conference
was inaugurated by Dr Pramod Pathak, Member Secretary,
Goa Energy Development Agency.

This conference had participants from academic institutions
and industries from all over the country. It concluded by a
visit to the biogas plant running on vegetable waste and fish
waste built by DeerTree Technologies under technical col-
laboration with BITS Pilani, K K Birla Goa campus. Further
information can be had by contacting Prof Srikanth Mutnuri
at srikanth@goa.bits-pilani.ac.in.

|
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Building it up,

BITS an

K E Raman, director of BITS Pilani’s campus in Zuarinagar,
says that he is a teacher first and an administrator next

" Jonathan.Rodrigues
@timesgroup.com

ith its alumni grabbing
headlines across the
country and abroad,

Birla Institute of Technology and
Science is growing in popularity
every day. The man at the helm of
matters at the Goa campus is un-
flustered by all the hype in the
media as he goes about his daily
business, which primarily in-
volves seminars, meetings, inter-
views and most importantly lec-
tures, either delivered in a class-
room or over a video link to stu-
dents of all four campuses. K E
Raman is the director at BITS Pj-
lani’s Goa campus, but he says
before being an administrator, he
is a teacher.

“At BITS, it's as good as a norm
that every administrator has to
have a stint as a teacher. This way,
he or she commands more respect
from the students, besides being
able to empathize with their needs.
Beinga teacher in a high post, you
are bound to get involved in some
administrative job or the other,”
says Raman, adding that the bal-

Photos: Rajtilak Naik
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same campus in Goa, while his
children are based in the USA.
Students on the campus con-
sider him to be approachable and
understanding, but know very
well that he can be a strict disci-
plinarian if he needs to be. “Being
strict is a negative force, so is be-
ing mischievous. So when two
negative forces collide, we end up
having a disciplined lifestyle at

BITS,” jokes Raman, pointing out
that the students are compara-
tively well-behaved because they
are serious about their careers
and know how fortunate they are
to gain admission to the institute.

Goingon to explain the freeand
inclusive studying environment at
the campus; Raman said that at-
tendance is never an issue. “We do
things differently and a good

ance between essaying both, the
roles of teacher and a-
tor, comes naturally with years of

experience.

Raman was born in Tamil
Nadu but was raised in Rajasthan.
He is an alumnus of BITS, Pilani,
was involved in setting up the Goa
campus in 2004, two years after it
began being constructed at its
sprawling 180-acre property at
Zuarinagar. “I am dedicated to
BITS for this lifetime, and I get
upset and lose my temper if some-
body aimlessly starts saying bad
things about the institute,” says
Raman, whose wife is the head of
department of humanities at the

teacher is always respected. You
can choose your timetable and the
teacher whose lectures you want
to attend.”

One look at Raman'’s schedule
and you doubt whether he has
time for life beyond his duties.
But for Raman, it has never been
an obligation but a choice to

means visiting a student in a hos-

Va ’a | shoulder responsibility, even if it
pital after a tiring day at work.
He likes travelling the world, but

even before you enquire if he's
an adventurist, he confirms that
it has always been a business trip.
He says, “I am entitled to a vaca-
tion every year, but I have never
taken this opportunity through-
out my career becauseldon't think1
1 am entitled to a

vacation every year, but |
have never taken this
opportunity throughout

my career because | don't
think | can afford it.

There is something or the
other always happening
and it wouldn’t be
responsible to simply
abandon matters and be
holidaying in some corner
of the world

K E Raman

canafford it. There is something or
the other always happening and
it wouldn't be responsible to sim-
ply abandon matters and be
holidaying in some corner of
the world.”Raman could easily be
accused of being a workaholic,
but one conversation with him
confirms that the 65-year-old is
burning with zeal to contribute
more to the institute he adores.
You could say that Raman is ob-
. sessed with technology, and is
constantly surfing the internet to
update himself, besides scouting
for talent that wants to explore
new possibilities with the existing
So what does dk
when he finds a little time for him-
self? “I like reading spiritual book
s and I keep in touch with the
cricketing and tennis world,
ing a game here he
says. Once in a while, he does drive upto
Panaji to catch a movie in the theatres,
but admits that he would rather
take a quiet walk along the Velsao
beach.







