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About the Department

The Department of Humanities and Social Sciences is involved in research and

teaching. It offers higher degree programs leading to the award of Doctoral and

Master’s degrees. The Master’s program in General Studies, M.Sc. (Tech), is

oriented along the streams of Communication and Media Studies, and Development

Studies
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Ph.D. Admission, II Semester, 2023-24

• Sociology
• Gender studies
• English Language Teaching
• Intersectionality between gender, language and 

education
• Psychology
• OB/HRM
• Governance and Society (Technology / Digital 

Interventions)
• Education, Human Resources and Technology Normative 

Ethics
• Ethical Issues in Business and Professions Western 

Philosophy
• Hermeneutic Philosophy
• International Relations
• China in South Asia

Online Application Deadline :   25-11-2023

Shortlist for Test/Interview :   15-12-2023

Test/Interview :   3-1-2024

Results :   6-1-2024

Reporting for registration :   18-1-2024

The Institute reserves the right to change the above deadlines. Candidates will be informed well in

advance should there be such a change.

Thrust Areas Important Dates
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• The candidate should have at least an MA or an

equivalent degree.

• The candidate should have scored at least 55% in the

postgraduate degree.

• The Department should have an expert in the area to

supervise the candidate.

• Written exam followed by interview

• M.Phil. and/or JRF holders exempted from written

exam
• Eligible to be considered for Institutional Fellowship of

INR 34,000 or 37,000 per month as per intake

qualification.

• Candidates from thrust areas only to be considered for

Institute Fellowship .

• Candidates with UGC/JRF Fellowships in all areas of

expertise in the Department are encouraged to apply.
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Eligibility

Full-time Candidates 

Selection Process 

Detailed Advertisement: https://www.bitsadmission.com/phdmain.aspx

Department Website: https://www.bits-

pilani.ac.in/pilani/pilaniDepartmentofHumanitiesandSocialSciences/DepartmentofHumanities

andSocialSciences

Birla Institute of Technology & Science, 
Pilani Campus, 
Pilani, Distt. – Jhunjhunu
Rajasthan - 333031

https://www.bitsadmission.com/phdmain.aspx
https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/pilaniDepartmentofHumanitiesandSocialSciences/DepartmentofHumanitiesandSocialSciences


Devika

Professor & Head

Email: devika@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in 

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/devika/Profile

Research Areas: Feminism; Literature; Cinema
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Anil Rai

Assistant Professor

Email: anilrai@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/Pilani/anilrai/Profile

Research Areas: Logic and Science Working behind Music;

Appreciation of Music; Music and Spirituality; Musical Forms and

Styles; Principles of Raag and Taal; Music for Physical Entertainment

and Spiritual Bliss; Music and Yog; Musical Therapy; Musical Pedagogy
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Anupam Yadav

Assistant Professor

Email: anupam.yadav@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/anupamyadav/profile

Research Areas: Hermeneutic Philosophy; Continental Philosophy;

Contemporary Western Philosophy; Philosophy of Social Sciences;

Ethics; Feminist Philosophy and Epistemology; Kashmir Shaivism;

Aesthetics
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Chintalapalli Vijayakumar

Assistant Professor

Email: c.vijayakumar@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/cvijayakumar/profile

Research Areas: English for Academic Purposes;

Pedagogical Lexicography; Corpus Based Language

Teaching/Learning; Language Testing; Academic

Registers and Genres
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Gajendra Singh Chauhan

Professor

Email: gsc@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/gsc/profile

Research Areas: Media Information Literacy; Advertising

Communication; Language Change and Language Death;

Applied Linguistics; Business Communication and Soft Skills for

Employability
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Hari Nair

Associate Professor

Email: harinair@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/harinair/profile

Research Areas: Modern Intellectual History; Hispanic-America;

History of Political Thought; Gandhi Studies; University History
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Kumar Neeraj Sachdev

Associate Professor

Email: kns@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/kns/profile

Research Areas: Normative Ethics; Ethical Issues in Business 

and Professions; Indian Ethical Thought
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Kumar Sankar Bhattacharya

Associate Professor

Email: kumar.bhattacharya@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/Pilani/kumarbhattacharya/Profile

Research Areas: Transnational and Global Literature South Asian

including Diaspora Writers); Postcolonial Theory and Literature;

Indian Writing; British Literature; Literary Theories and Cultural

Studies; Academic Writing; Environment Study
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Madhurima Das

Assistant Professor

Email: madhurima.das@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/madhurimadas/profile

Research Areas: Gender Studies and Gender Empowerment;

Globalization; Developmental Sociology/Studies; Domestic Labour;

Global Labour Market; Migration Studies; Sociology of Family;

Qualitative Research
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https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/madhurimadas/profile


Paul Mathew

Assistant Professor

Email: paul.mathew@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/paulmathew/profile

Research Areas: Popular Culture; Film Studies; Youth

Subcultures (Graffiti, Street Art); Masculinities; Gender

and Social Reproduction
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https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/paulmathew/profile


Prateek
Assistant Professor

Email: prateek@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/prateek/profile

Research Areas: Theatre (Folk and Postcolonial Indian and European

Theatres); Comics Studies (Indian Comics); Film Studies (Cinemas of

India); World Literature (Indian, Australian and American);

Ecocriticism
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Pushp Lata

Professor

Email: plat@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/plat/profile

Research Areas: English Language Teaching; Public Speaking;

Language, Culture and Education; Syllabus Designing and

Instructional Materials
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Rajneesh Choubisa

Associate Professor

Email: rajneesh.choubisa@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/Pilani/rajneeshchoubisa/Profile

Research Areas: Psychology (General & Applied); Positive

Psychology (Applied) Organizational Psychology (OB/HR);

Interventions Research & Wellness Promotion (eHealth)
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https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/Pilani/rajneeshchoubisa/Profile


Sailaja Nandigama

Associate Professor

Email: sailajan@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/sailajan/profile

Research Areas: Development Studies; Rural Development; Public Policy Analysis and

Governance; Community Based Natural Resource Management; Social Actors, Actor-networks

and Social Change; Participatory Community Forest Management (PCFM); Gender Dynamics

in PCFM; Gender Mainstreaming: Policy & Practice; Power, Knowledge, Participation and

Performance; Local Elites and Development; Environmental Politics and Policy; NGOs and

Development; Poverty, Citizenship and Local Governance; Qualitative Research Methodology;

Ethnography; Mixed Methods
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Sangeeta Sharma
Professor

Email: sang@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/sang/profile

Research Areas: Advertising; Communication; ELT; Media Studies; 

Gender Studies
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Sanjiv Kumar Chaudhary

Associate Professor

Email: chskumar@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/chskumar/Profile

Research Areas: English Language Teaching (ELT);

Phonetics (Articulatory & Acoustic); Linguistics (Systemic

Functional Linguistics); Language & Communication; Soft

Skills; Education
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Sunita Raina

Assistant Professor

Email: sunita.raina@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/sunitaraina/profile

Research Areas: Political Sociology of Science and

Technology; Technoscientific Politics, Governance of

Science and Technology in a Globalizing World;

Changing Relations of Knowledge/Power in a Neoliberal

Context; Contemporary Social Movements around

Technoscience
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Sushila Shekhawat

Professor

Email: sula@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/sula/profile

Research Areas: Film Studies; Film Narratology and Indian 

Biopics; Business Communication; Technical 

Communication;  Media Studies; Ecocriticism
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Tanu Shukla

Associate Professor

Email: tanus@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/tanushukla/profile

Research Areas: Educational Policy and Planning (School &

Higher Education); Educational Psychology; Technology-

Behaviour Processes /Informatics; Applied Social

Psychology; Ethics; Health Education, Communication &

Management; Leadership Studies; Organisational Development
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Veena Ramachandran

Assistant Professor

Email: veena.r@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/veenar/profile

Research Areas: International Relations of South Asia; IR

theory; Chinese Foreign Policy.
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https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/veenar/profile


Virendra Singh Nirban

Professor

Email: nirban@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in 

Official Page : https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/nirban/profile

Research Areas: Educational Informatics; Governance Informatics;

Technology Adoption Behavior; Discourse Analysis of Computer-

Mediated Communication; Cultural Studies
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