
 
 JOINT PH.D. SCHOLARSHIP – BITS PILANI AND RMIT UNIVERSITY, AUSTRALIA 
 

Applications are invited for the Ph.D. position in Environment and Water Resources Engineering with a full 
scholarship for students enrolled in a Joint Ph.D. program at the BITS Pilani, and RMIT University, Australia under the 
supervision of Prof. Rallapalli Srinivas (BITS Pilani, Pilani), Prof. Ajit Pratap Singh (BITS Pilani, Pilani), Prof. Guomin 
(Kevin) Zhang (RMIT University), and  Dr. Muhammed Bhuiyan (RMIT University). 
 

Project ID BITSRMIT024B001265 

Project title Climate-Resilient Smart Groundwater Recharge Solutions for Arid and Semi-Arid Areas 

No of positions 1 

Eligibility and 
minimum 
qualification 

Master’s degree (MTech/ME in Water Resources/Civil Engineering/Environmental Engineering or 
similar fields). 
 
Minimum qualification requirements 
Candidates must meet the requirements specified below before applying. Applications that do not 
provide evidence of meeting the minimum requirements will not progress further. 
If you are expecting to receive your Sem 4 results after the application submission date, we will 
assess you on the results of the first three semesters, and then reassess your eligibility once you 
submit your Sem 4 results. 

• Master’s degree from CEP S2* (“Good Institutions” with “First Division/Class” or 
equivalent) with an aggregate percentage of 80% or equivalent. Examples may include 
(not limited to) M Technology, M Engineering, M Pharmacy MBA and MPhil 
OR 

• Master’s degree from CEP S2*(“Good Institutions” with “First Division/Class” or 
equivalent) with an aggregate percentage of 80% or equivalent. Examples may include 
(not limited to) MSc, MCA and MA 
OR 

• Bachelor’s degree *(e.g. BTech/BEng) with an aggregate percentage of 80% or equivalent 
requiring at least four (4) years of full-time study 

o In a relevant discipline awarded with honours. 
o The degree should include a research component comprised of a thesis, other 

research projects or research methodology subjects that constitute at least 25% 
of a full time (or part time equivalent) academic year. 

o The applicant must have achieved at least a distinction average in the final year. 
 

AND GATE Score OR a high score in UGC-NET, CSIR, ICAR, ICMR, DST-INSPIRE** 
*Where degree certificate or final year transcripts are not yet available, applicants may upload 
the previous semester / year transcripts. 
 
**Candidates without a valid GATE/ UGC-NET, CSIR, ICAR, ICMR, DST-INSPIRE score can be 
considered if they have undertaken GATE in the last five years AND/OR have a minimum of two 
years professional work experience, AND if they meet all other eligibility requirements. Where 
applicants wish to use the option of providing 2 years professional work experience as evidence – 
please include evidence within your uploaded documents. 



Desirable criteria Experience of Data analytics and machine learning, numerical and simulation modeling using 
MATLAB, programming skills (Python, MATLAB) would be preferred. 
 
GATE Score OR a high score in UGC-NET, CSIR, ICAR, ICMR, DST-INSPIRE. Candidates without a 
valid GATE/ UGC-NET, CSIR, ICAR, ICMR, DST-INSPIRE score can be considered if they have 
undertaken GATE in the last five years AND/OR have a minimum of two years professional work 
experience, AND if they meet all other eligibility requirements 

Highlights • BITS Pilani Ph.D. fellowship:  INR 45,800 per month. 

• Receive a full RMIT tuition fee scholarship for the duration of your enrolment 

• Benefit from the world – class research facilities  in India and Melbourne 

• Travel to Australia for up to one year of candidature and be supported by an Australian 
stipend for the duration of your time in Melbourne 

Fellowship INR 45,800 per month 

Application deadline April 3 2025, for Aug 2025 intake 

Program details https://bitsrmit.in/study-with-us/bits-rmit-phd-program/ 

Project details https://bitsrmit.edu.in/publicResources/ResearchProjectDetail?ProjectId=270 

Application link https://bitsrmit.edu.in/publicResources/Requirements?ProjectId=270 

 
For any queries and questions, please contact, Prof. Rallapalli Srinivas (r.srinivas@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in) 
To register and apply visit: https://bitsrmit.edu.in/publicResources/ResearchProjects 
 
For more information about the supervisors, please visit their personal websites: 
Prof. Ajit Pratap Singh (BITS Pilani, Pilani): https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/pilani/ajit-pratap-singh/ 
Prof. Rallapalli Srinivas (BITS Pilani, Pilani): https://bits-pilani.irins.org/profile/228172 
Prof. Guomin (Kevin) Zhang (RMIT University): https://www.rmit.edu.au/contact/staff-contacts/academic-
staff/z/zhang-kevin 
Dr. Muhammed Bhuiyan (RMIT University):  
https://www.rmit.edu.au/contact/staff-contacts/academic-staff/b/bhuiyan-dr-muhammed 
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