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ABOUT THE SPEAKER: 
Mr. N S Parthasarathy received his Masters in Mathematics degree from BITS Pilani in 1983. He 
obtained his M. Tech in Computer Science degree from IIT Kharagpur in 1984. He has done an 
Advanced Management Program in 2010 from Harvard Business School. He has played various roles 
starting from being Software Developer to leading Engineering Teams to develop products and 
provide services to customers. Currently, he is the Co-founder, President, COO and Board Member 
of Mindtree Limited, a new generation IT services company. This year, the Distinguished Alumnus 
Award in the Category of Entrepreneurship is awarded to Mr. N S Parthasarathy in recognition of his 
outstanding contributions to the society and making BITS community proud. 
 
EXCERPTS FROM THE TALK: 
The talk was basically revolving around his life experiences and about what he has learnt so far as a 
student and as a professional. The talk was more of a discussion, a dialogue than a monologue. He 
started the talk by saying that he was always interested in mathematics, so he opted for a pure 
mathematics degree and then he went on to do M. Tech in Computer Science from IIT Kharagpur in 
1984. After doing his post- graduation he played various roles as a software developer and after 15 
years, he became a General Manager at Wipro. He said that in 1999, the entrepreneurial bug bit him 
too. Along with like-minded people he founded a new generation IT services company called 
Mindtree.  
 
The session was then open for discussion. Students from all campuses asked questions based on 
entrepreneurship, his success mantra and skill development in college life. The questions were 
based on acquisitions, initial funding, how to find the right people for start-ups and mistakes that 
can be avoided in growing stage of start-ups. He advised to do what one is passionate about and not 
to compare oneself with others. He said that certain amount of discipline is needed for becoming 
successful and that can nurtured from college life. According to him, it is better to have a little 
experience before entering the start-up world. He said that it is not necessary for one person to have 
all the skills. Mindtree has 10 like-minded co-founders who had complimentary skills. 
 
He also shared his share acquisition experience and lateral integration with companies. He informed 
students about cultural differences between the two companies and most of the acquisitions fail 
because of it. He suggested sticking to ethics while building a company. He agreed that luck plays a 
big role in opening a door but one needs to work hard with it. He also gave some instances of real 
life experience on funding, acquisitions and avoidable mistakes. The talk was culminated after all the 
doubts of the students were cleared in a satisfactory manner. 
 
By: Ananay Mital 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 


