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ABSTRACT: The cross-campus panel discussion emphasized on what career options students can pursue after 

graduation from BITS, some of the most popular being MS, MBA and Entrepreneurship.  The panel discussion 

aimed at clearing people’s misconceptions and doubts regarding these avenues. It gave the audience a brief 

insight into the current scenario and future options which branch out from each of these career options. At the 

end of the discussion, students from all three campuses put forward their doubts and questions to the panelists. 

  

 

PANELIST PROFILE: 

 

Shivakumar Ganesan, co-founder of Exotel. He graduated with BE (Hons.) CS in 

2004 from BITS Pilani. He has worked at Yahoo Inc., which according to him gave the 

financial and technological backing needed to build up his own company. Shivakumar 

also worked as VP in Flipkart before going on to become the founder of Roopit which 

is a real time super-fast micro classifieds tightly integrated with Voice and SMS and 

then finally he co-founded Exotel which according to him he built “to take a lot of 

calls, make calls, not miss calls and hence the birth of this company”. 

 

 

Siddharth Ramesh, CTO at Exotel. Siddharth graduated with 

BE (Hons.) CS in 2004 from BITS Pilani. After his BE, he went 

on to get an MS degree in CS from University of Utah (2004-

2006). He worked at Microsoft Corporation, in Redmond and 

Hyderabad for over five years before starting work at Exotel. 

 

 

 

Karthikeyan Krishnamurthy, currently head of products at Exotel. Like the other 

panelists Karthikeyan graduated with BE (Hons.) CS in 2004 from BITS Pilani.  He 

briefly worked at Sun Microsystems and Yahoo Inc. before going on to get a PGDM in 

Marketing From IIM, Lucknow. Karthikeyan also worked at Cognizant Technology 

Solutions and eBay before joining Exotel. 
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SUMMARY: 
The discussion was opened by Mr. Shivakumar Ganesan who told how the idea of a startup struck him while 

working at Yahoo. He discussed how he never felt the need of doing an MBA for setting up his company. 

According to him, skill sets acquired through MBA are much different from the one needed to launch a 

business. Ganesan talked about how a technology enabled startup is simpler, cheaper and grows at a more rapid 

pace as compared to startups involving manual labor, giving the example of Facebook VS A Departmental 

Store. 

Mr. Siddharth Ramesh who pursued an MS after his B.E., talked about his reasons to pursue an MS. He wanted 

to gain more in-depth knowledge about certain areas in his field because he felt many were left out in the B.E. 

course. Secondly, he had the opportunity at the right time, he was accepted at a good university along with 

scholarships and benefits and that motivated him further to pursue an MS immediately after his B.E. According 

to him, one should pursue an MS only if he has an interest in learning further about his area of study. 

Our third panelist Mr. Karthikeyan Krishnamurthy talked about how an MBA provides the knowledge to tackle 

problems in a smooth manner. It imparts important life skills that individuals need in today’s dynamic industry. 

Negotiating skills, Operational Management, Finance Management, and Brand Management are some of the 

skills one learns from an MBA. According to him it helps in expanding the horizon and helps in developing 

tactful thinking. He believes that it is not necessary that people invest in businesses of which they have 

technical knowledge of.  

The panel discussion ended with a question and answer session while it was concluded that interests and life 

goals must play the most important role in defining the career choice of an individual. 
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