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ABSTRACT: 
                The topic of the talk was Idea generation and evaluation start-ups. Only Pilani 
campus and Goa campus joined the talk through Telepresence. At first, the speaker told the 
students about his job profile and then how he came up with the idea of Yodle. He also told 
the students what mistakes people generally do while going for a start-up and the 
importance of technologies in marketing. Then the talk had a questions and answer session 
after which the talk was culminated by the speaker. 
 
SPEAKER’S PROFILE: 
                 Kartik Hosanagar is a Professor at The Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania. Kartik's research work focuses on the digital economy, in particular Internet 
media, Internet marketing and e-commerce. Kartik has been recognized as one of the 
world's top 40 business professors under 40. He has received several teaching awards 
including the MBA and Undergraduate Excellence in teaching awards at the Wharton 
School. His research has received several awards including the best paper award at the 
Consortium on Technology Policy and Management.  

 
Kartik is a cofounder of Yodle Inc., a venture-backed firm that has been listed among 

the top 50 fastest growing private firms in the US. He has served on the advisory board of 
Milo Inc. (acquired by eBay) and is involved with other start-ups as either an investor or 
board member. His past consulting and executive education clients include Google, Nokia, 
American Express, Citi and others. Kartik graduated at the top of his class with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Electronics and a Masters in Information Systems from Birla Institute of 
Technology and Sciences (BITS, Pilani), India, and he has an MPhil in Management Science 
and a PhD in Management Science and Information Systems from Carnegie Mellon 
University. 
 
SUMMARY OF THE TALK: 
                 The talk started at 8:30 p.m. by the speaker, Mr. Kartik Hosanagar. He first told the 
students about his job experience that he first started working at an e-commerce known as 
diapers.com and later on founded Yodle, investor and advisor and currently a professor at 
Wharton School Of The University Pennsylvania. Then he told the students the start-up 
process which includes generating ideas, selecting an idea, building a prototype supporting 
the idea, validating the hypothesis, selecting a different idea if hypothesis is false or 
requiring too much investment in it otherwise finding investors for supporting the 
investment in large scale production.  

 
 
 
 
 

http://poetsandquants.com/2011/02/15/the-worlds-best-40-b-school-profs-under-the-age-of-40/2/
http://www.yodle.com/
http://opim.wharton.upenn.edu/~kartikh/startup.html


 
Kartik explained that generally people come up with ideas only because of two 

reasons, (1) personal experience or (2) he want to be a entrepreneur to solve many 
problems and not just one. Now after generating ideas, one needs to select an idea from the 
list which is based on market need and size, team synergy, competition and secret sauce 
and scalability. Then after selecting the idea, one needs to test it or evaluate it in order to 
check its feasibility in the market. If it comes out to be infeasible, he must discard the idea 
and select another idea from the list and then again evaluate it otherwise he must build the 
prototype for it and find investors for investing the hypothesis. During the talk he gave 
many successful examples like Milo, homeboodle, livelovely etc. to explain the need of 
evaluating the idea. At last, there was a question answer session for clearing the doubts of 
the students and then the talk was culminated by speaker after a thanks giving from both 
the campuses.  

 

         


