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Abstract: 
The interaction proved to be very helpful for all students interested in writing and especially for 
science fiction fans who could relate really well with Andy’s style of writing that covers areas 
like futuristic science and technology, space travel, parallel universes, extra-terrestrial life, etc.  
Andy shared his experiences of becoming a best-selling author from an amateur writer who, for 
years, would post stories on his website. He elaborated on the dynamics of science fiction 
stories in general and in particular his novel “The Martian”, soon to be a major motion movie 
starring Matt Damon and other renowned Hollywood actors. In the end, an engaging question 
and answer session was held. 
 
Speaker’s Profile: 
Andy Weir is an American novelist best known for his debut novel “The Martian” which went on 
to win the Good reads Best Science Fiction of 2014 award. His book has also been adapted as a 
major motion picture directed by famous director and producer Ridley Scott. At the young age 
of 15, he began working as a computer programmer for Sandia National Laboratories. He has 
also worked for several software companies including Blizzard where he worked as a 
professional programmer on the massively popular game, Warcraft 2. Weir is working on his 
fourth novel initially titled Zhek. He describes it as "a more traditional sci-fi novel. It has aliens, 
telepathy, faster-than-light travel, etc. 
 
Andy weir started with explaining how science fiction stories depend on the extent of 
accuracies or the usage of hard science facts and figures. Andy’s novel “The Martian” is a very 
good example of science fiction with unbelievable and surprising level of scientific accuracy. He 
also spoke about aspects of science fiction in the field of physics and orbital dynamics with the 
help of pictorial diagrams thus clearing various doubts of students. 
 
He also talked about the need for increasing work and research in the field of inhabitation of 
man on Mars or Moon. He told how mankind is just one step away from destruction due to 
collision with a meteoroid and significance of reaching out to space and other planets. India’s 



Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM), famously known as “Mangalyaan” was lauded by Andy Weir as he 
spoke about the need for increasing funding in space research.  
 
He also gave some general tips for students who are inquisitive about writing stories. He 
emphasized the need for keeping the story to oneself and not narrating it to any close friends 
or family members. This will thus motivate the writer to continue putting his thoughts on 
paper. 
 
A lot of interesting questions about Andy’s opinion on “Piracy”, “Copyrights” and the likelihood 
of the tag “One hit wonder” were raised.  He made sure each question was thoroughly 
answered before moving on to the next one. All in all it was a very informative talk. 
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