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Goa State Innovation Council along with BITS Pilani, K. K. Birla Goa Campus and BITS - BIRAC BioNEST 

organised a Faculty Development Programme on Start-ups, Innovation and Creativity for the 

teachers of Science and Technology Institutes of Goa University. The program was conducted on 

18th, 24th and 25th August at BITS Pilani, Goa Campus. 

The programme aimed at: 

 Training the teachers to be well equipped with skills to develop innovative and creative 

thinking approach among students.  

 Provide an exposure to current scenario of innovation in the state, so that they act as 

resource persons in guiding and motivating young Science & Technology persons to consider 

Start-up ecosystem as a career possibility. 

 Provide details on the policies present and activities taken up by the Government of Goa in 

promoting innovation and creativity. 

18th August, 2018: 

Session 1: Catalysing Start-up ecosystem 

with academia and industry 

collaboration: 

The Chief Guest for the day was Lt Gen 

PJS Pannu, Deputy Chief HQ IDS, Delhi 

and the session was chaired by Rear 

Admiral V.M. Doss. In this session Start-

ups across India were invited to share 

their real life Start-up experiences. These 

young Innovators explained the efforts 

required, obstacles faced and mind-set 

preparation needed to take an innovation 

idea and build an enterprise out of it. 

 Following were the companies that participated in the session: 

 Mr Mrinal Pai ( CEO), Skylark Drone, Bangalore 

 Mr Pulkit Gaur (CEO), Gridbots Technologies from Ahmedabad  

 Mr Sreenath (CEO), Inxee Systems Private Limited - Delhi NCR 

 Mr Tanuj Jhunjuwala (CEO), Planys Technologies Pvt. Ltd. - Chennai 

 Mr Ganesh Shankar (CEO), FluxGen Engineering Technologies - Bangalore 

 Mr Venu Kandadai (CEO), Manjeera Digital Systems Pvt Ltd. - Hyderabad 

 Ms Ranjita Ravi (CEO) and Mr Prajval Sabnis (Director), Orxa Energies - Bangalore 

 Mr Diptesh Mukerjee (CEO) and Mr Pradipto Bose, Abstract Ideas - Mumbai 

 Mr Nagendra Nagaraj (CEO), Alphaics – Bangalore 
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Session 2: Opportunity Recognition in Science & Technology student project. 

The speaker for this session was Suvarna Surlekar who explained the process of patent filing of an 
innovation. She shared various examples of patents filed in India and Abroad. She motivated the 
participants to patent their innovative products and ideas to protect them. She also reminisced her 
start-up journey. 

Session 3: Panel Discussion - Angel Investor fund 
& Venture Capital Fund for Start-up & MSMEs. 

A panel of following nine members interacted 
with the audience: 

 Dr R.Ramanan – Mission Director, Atal 
Innovation Mission, NITI AAYOG 

 Ms Padmaja Ruparel – Co- Founder and 
President, Indian Angel Network 

 Mr P.S. Sreekanth - Investment Director, 
Hyderabad Angels 

 Mr Apoorv Sharma - Co-founder and 
president, Venture Catalysts 

 Mr Shaju Stephen - Managing Director, 
AADYAH Aerospace Ventures 

 Prof. Mridula Goel - Faculty In-charge, CIIE, BITS Pilani K K Birla Goa Campus 

 Dr Vishwas Udpikar - Director, Wavelet Group 

 

Advice given to the participants by the Panel: 

 Investors generally look for a product prototype before investing. 

 They look for a champion within the team that will drive the Start-up idea. 

 They look at how the team is constructed and variety in skill sets of team members. 

 It is observed that service oriented Start-ups generate more profits in short duration of time 
rather than a product in itself that is the core reason why IT Start-ups that provide platform 
as a service or Software as a service get funded faster than Product development companies 
hence a prototype is a must. 

 Investors look for commitment and research towards the Product plan and assess the extent 
of perseverance of the founding team. 

 Dr R. Ramanan shared real life experiences on how innovation is at its best at school level 
and how ATAL TINKERING LABS are playing a major role in providing exposure to technology 
at young age. 
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24th August, 2018: 

To begin the day, Anish Sousa- 
Founder of SUN360 shared his 
views on “How to convert an idea 
to an Enterprise. He gave some 
insight on his Start-up that helps 
the clients to reduce their 
operating costs and carbon 
footprint by designing, installing 
and maintaining solar and other 
energy efficient technologies. ” . 
He helped the participants to understand all the practical problems that an entrepreneur can face 
while establishing an enterprise. 

Vishnu Priya from NEN spoke on steps to be taken by teachers and institutes to establish 
entrepreneurship cell. She also spoke on how to build an institute’s curriculum development for 
EAC.  

Prof Mridula Goel, Faculty Incharge at CIIE BITS Pilani Goa, Incharge - BITS BIRAC BioNEST interacted 
with the participants to understand the existing Entrepreneurship courses offered by the 
participating institutes and whether they have plans of introducing E- Cells in near future. She 
guided the faculty on impact of innovative Start-ups upon the Economic development of the country 
and the steps taken up by Government of India in support of these Start-ups. 

The day ended with session headed by Professor K. D. Bhatt who is the member of advisory 
committee for Goa Institute of Management in which he made the teachers answer some puzzles 
that stressed on thinking out of the box. This helped in developing a creative thought process. 

 

25th August, 2018: 

The day began with a session by speaker Tushar 

Sawant – Incubator Manager CIBA. He threw light 

on various policies and schemes of the 

Government of India and the state government 

that are present to support the funding of Start-

ups.  

The session conducted by Rayan Vaz, Founder – 

3D Infinity Technology was an interactive and 

hands on session. He explained the concept of 3D 

Printing and the software like Google SketchUp for 

concept to sketch modelling. He demonstrated 

how a 3D Printer and 3D pen works.  
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In an activity the teachers were divided in to groups on five and were given 3D pens to make an 

innovative product, also props were provided to create a product and the groups were asked to 

market it. Finally the teachers were given exercises that they thought were impossible like passing a 

barbeque skewer through balloons etc. This session made the participants to consider new approach 

in problem solving that are considered impossible otherwise. 

Last but not the least Shalini Menezes – Founder, Sim Sim Legal advisory services taught the 

processes of IP and patent filing. She went through the trends in India and abroad to patent an idea 

or trademark etc. 

The Faculty development programme touched on the following topics: 

 Inputs were provided on process and practice of innovative thinking. 

 Communication and inter-personal skill development. 

 Creativity, problem solving, motivation training and inputs on available resources in 

academia. 

 Understanding the industry support available and networking with industry experts. 

 The training methodology included case studies, hands on workshops, team exercises and 

interactions with Start-ups, government officials as well.  

 Importance of Start-up in job creation and empowerment of youth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Programme equipped the participants with skills essential for inculcating creative ideas in students 

and supporting their progress towards setting up their own Start-ups. All in all it was a very 

interactive session and few of the comments provided by the participants are as follows: 

Going further which area would you like specific help?  

How to tackle Start-up problems in real life - Government College of Science, Khandola 

Conduct more effective training sessions, like this one - Don Bosco College of Engineering, Fatorda  

Help include student participation alongside with teachers in Workshops - Government College of Science, 
Khandola 

 


